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Virtual Community of Practice

Definition
… groups of people who share a concern, a set of problems, or a passion about a topic,
and who deepen their knowledge and expertise in this area by interacting on an
ongoing basis, created under web technologies and working through the web
(Wenger, 1998)

Essential components of VCoP
• A Domain→Wildfires
• A Community → European and Int. wildfire experts, policy makers, trainers,

journalists, students, etc.
• A Practice → members are not only interested in the domain, but they are also

practitioners



• Create a site of reference for the wildfire community

• Provide a site actively managed by the wildfire community

• Provide tools to easily search information on wildfires

Knowledge Platform

Objectives - 2015



Functionalities – 1st Phase

Organise information - Communities

Integrate a database of experts in a platform, organised by professional
profile and topics - Directory

Repository of documents - Documents

Stimulate discussion between European experts – lessons learned, good
practices, experiences, successful / unsuccessful cases, etc. - Discussions



Functionalities – 2nd Phase

An open collaborative dictionary of fire terms - Wikifire

Access the agenda of the fire community and share new events on it - Agenda

Post a job offer, or apply to a posted offer – Job Offer

Access the content of the Risk Platform – Risk Platform
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Functionalities – 3rd Phase

Gather and make landscape solutions to prevent wildfires
visible in a Map

http://lessonsonfire.eu/solutions-map

http://lessonsonfire.eu/solutions-map


Results – last update 23 March 2021

914 registered users (start Feb 2016)

978 documents (start Feb 2016) – case studies, reports, proceedings,
videos, presentations, interviews, etc.

367 fire terms (start Oct 2018)

172 events (start Oct 2018)



• The Lessons On Fire is a modular platform allowing new functionalities

• Since 2015, the Lessons On Fire has been expanded including features from 3
different EU DGECHO projects

• The Lessons On Fire is a collaborative environment for the wildfire community

• The Lessons On Fire is an example of a sustainable outcome of the European
projects

Knowledge Platform

Final remarks



Thank you!


